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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

46TH CoNGRESs, }

2d Session.

·

REPORT
{

No. 75.

SALLY ::VIURRAY BUCH...L\..NAN.

JAX UAttY

J\Ir.

9, 1~BO.-Committe<1 to the Committee of the Whole House an<1 onlcn'tl to
be printed.

CoFFROTH,

from tl1e Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany bill H. R. 3292.]

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom wets referred the memorial (~!
Sally Jl. Btwhanan, rw-idow of the la.te Robert C. Bucha.ncm, colonel mul
breret majo1·-general in the United States Army, ctsking for r.t pension of
$t)O per ·month, to date from the time of the death of the htte Geuera l
Btwltanan, November 28, 1878, respectfttlly report:

Tllat the memorialist in her petition :filed in this case substantially
forth the military llistory of the said Robert C. Buchanan, anu the
same will be briefly mentioned in this report to show the grounds upon
which the favorable action of this committee is based: The said RolJei·t
C. Bncllanan entercu the Army of the United States as brevet second
lieutenant, on the :first day of July, 1830, being attached to the Fourth
Infantry, ordered to Fort Crawford, Prairie Du Chien, and served with
it in an(l until the close of the "Black Hawk War" ; was in command
.of the gunboats on the Wisconsin River on the night of the capture of
Tilack Hawk; was present at the making of the treaty of General Scott
with Keokuk, by which large portions of what is now Wisconsin, Iowa.,
and ])iim1esota were ceded to the United States; that he acco~panied
his regiment as its adjutant to Florida, and in 1838 to Fort Oass, in
Tennessee, to assist in remoying the Cherokees to Fort Gibson, Arkansas·; and, in command of llis company as its captain, again seiTed
in Florida., <lnd until the close of the war; that in 1844 he was ordered
to Louisiana, where his regiment, with the Third Infantry and the Seeond Dragoons, formed the "Army of Observation"; that in July, 184;),
he proceeded with his regiment to Corpus Christi, Texas, where they
formed tLe "Army of Occupation"; that he served with the troops
under General Taylor until after the capture of the city of 1\Iontcre;r,
wLen, at the request of the officers of the Maryland and District of Columbia Volunteers, l1e was assigned to the command of those troops,
and comwanded them until they were discharged at Tampico, l\fcx.,
in l\Iay, 1847; that he then rPjoine<l his regiment, and was assig·ned its
junior major, and serYed in that capacity until after the capture of the
city of .l\lexico; that in thtnuary, 1848, he was appointed by General
Scott acting aRsistant inspector-general to the army in Mexico, in which
capacit~Y he served until the regiment of voltigeurs was mustered out of
the serYice in September, 1848. In the spring of 1856 he was assigned
by GPneral '\\Tool to the (•ommand of the district of Southern Or<'gon
~o~ets
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and Northern California, to command the troops operatiug again~t the
Indians in what is known as the ''Rogue River vVar," and in the period
of three months, with about 350 men, succeeded in bringing the war to a
final close, having beaten the Indian sseYeral times, au<l capturing about
1,800 prisoners, and removing them about 200 miles north of the depot.
Ile commanded a brigade of regular troops in the Army of the Potomac,
under Generals :M cClellan and Burnside, until after the battle of Fredericksburg; in 1863-'64, he was assigned to duty as assistant provostmarshal-general of the State of New Jersey, until the fall of 1864, when
he was ordered to New Orleans to comman<l his regiment in the Department of the Gulf; in the following year he was placed on duty at \Vashington, under the immediate eomman<l of the then Secretary of\Var, E.
1\i. Stanton; and in the latter part of 1867, was ordered to New Orlean:
to command the district of Louisiana, with his brevet rank of brigatHer-general; and in March, 1868, succeeded General Hancock in tlte
command of the Afth reconstruction district, with his brevet rank of
major-general, until after the State of Louisiana was admitted into the
lTnion; he then organized the Department of Louisiana, which he commanded, after the death of General Rousseau, until April, 1869, when
lte was ordered with his command to Fort Wayne; and, on the 31st
day of December, 1870, at his O\Yn request, after a service of more than
forty years, he was placed upon the retired list, with the rank of colonel,
hrevet major-general.
Your committee, in view of the above-recited honorable and disting;nished sm."dces r enclerecl by the said Robert 0. Buchanan, unanimously
l'ecommend the passage of the bill which they now report.
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